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Highly industrialised harvesters can clear 

200 HA a month 

Multiple machines per catchment implement harvest plan 

objective ódestroy non merchantable speciesô; bare earth for  

Blackbutt regeneration 



Objective:  Blackbutt regeneration 

a vast Blackbutt dominated landscape from 

Central Coast to Qld border  

The NEW native forest (native forest 

smashed with only seed trees left Blackbutt) 

joins up with the new plantations, i.e. 

recovered ecosystems up to 60 years old 

recently clear felled being planted to Blackbutt now  

BORAL favours Blackbutt for woodchip and 

pulp wood engineered products  

 



 

NSW Govt / BORAL wood supply agreement another 12 years 

2003 review confirms compensation to BORAL in 

event lack of supply 

NSW govt and BORAL addressing this 

yearôs lack of supply now 

I believe BORAL intends to trade off $$ 

compensation for lack of supply this year  

(and next 12 yrs) 

with a deal that could extend BORAL 

access to NSW forests beyond 12 years 



 

We are witnessing the conversion of 

north native forests into a vast single 

species dominated landscape 

DPI plantation unit okaying clear fell of 

regrown native forests 60-70 years old 

deeming them plantation 

Adjacent native forests severe cut (up to 

95% removal) with only Blackbutt seed 

trees left 



 

NEW native forest regrows as Blackbutt 

dominated compartments 

The dots are joining up ï PLANTATION 

Blackbutt joins NEW native forest 

Blackbutt ** 

To become one vast northern NSW 

plantation ï a single species dominated 

landscape ï a psuedo plantation  

** in some places the species might vary 



 
HOW IS THIS HAPPENING? 
Australian Group Selection (AGS) clear fell of  native forest  
Thinning is done with very big machines 
Historical plantations clear felled with very big machines 
 
Single Tree Selection (STS) almost clear fell of native forest 
compartments between the clear fell compartments 
 
 STS removal limit supposed to be 40%. OFFSETS  and varying definition 
of an operational area mean almost any native forest becomes available 
OFFSET area 
 

SO NSW Forestry is clear felling or almost clear 
felling whatever they want from wherever they want  
to get the wood for BORAL contract 
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AUSTRALIAN GROUP SELECTION 
Looks like this clear fell operation in Blackbutt Road Lorne  


